Wednesday, April 7, 2010, at 5:11 PM
From Jim Heaney to Carl Paladino

You hung up on me before I could ask you for an interview to discuss your business dealings with the government - leases, Empire Zone benefits, etc. I am wrapping up research and would like to talk early next week. Am unsure of your schedule, but Tuesday would be best for me. I'm off the next two days, back to work Sunday. Will be checking my e-mail in the interim. Please advise.

As for the subject of your call earlier today, while I can understand your sensitivity, I do not consider my choice of words to be needlessly provocative. I did not refer to her as "illegitimate" or "love child." I consider "out of wedlock" a relatively tame term. Do you have a suggested alternate phrase? 

Regardless of the words, it is what it is, Carl, and the fact you had a child outside your marriage is relevant and newsworthy.

Wednesday, April 14, 2010, at 4:46 PM
From Heaney to Paladino

I'm working on a story on your dealings with the government - leases, etc. - and would like to touch base by phone tomorrow afternoon. Can we pencil in a time? Mid-afternoon would be good for me.
(Heaney then placed a phone call to Paladino’s cell phone the afternoon of  Thursday, April 15, requesting an interview. He didn’t receive a return call.)

Friday, April 16, 2010, at 2:03 PM

From Michael Caputo, Paladino’s campaign manager, to Heaney


Let's save each other some time. Don't bother calling Carl Paladino or his campaign. Don't bother attending our events. It would be best for all of us - including your readers - if you just continue to cover the news from your cubicle, because you won't be getting any information from us.

I don't like doing this, Mr. Heaney. But after your disregard of the Paladino family's privacy, the family has asked me to end communication with you.


Friday, April 16, 2010, at 2:23 PM

From Heaney to Caputo

Repeating in my blog what already has been widely reported in various newspapers hardly amounts to disregarding anyone's privacy. 

If Carl doesn't want to comment for my upcoming story, so be it. But if I have occasion to write about him in the future, I will continue to call in an effort to get his side of the story.

Friday, April 16, 2010, at 3:59 PM

From Caputo to Heaney

So be it. Carl and his representatives will never participate in a Jim Heaney story again. I get the downside but it what it is. Honestly, I am sorry.

